
Reading Spine – EYFS Core and Essential Reads 

Core Text 
Fiction (Inc. Diversity, Inclusion & 

Representation) 
Non-Fiction Rhymes and Poetry 

 

 AUT1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

EYFS Journeys Transport Friendship 

Core Texts We’re Going On A 
Bear Hunt By 

Michael Rosen 

The Gingerbread 
Man By Alan 
Macdonald 

Naughty Bus By Jan 
Oke 

Mr Gumpy’s 
Motorcar By John 

Burningham 
Astro Girl By Ken 

Wilson-Max 

Meesha Makes 
Friends by Tom 

Percival 

The Go-Away Bird 
By Julia Donaldson 

Handa’s Surprise By 
Eileen Browne 

Essential Reads Not Now Noor! By 
Farhana Islam 

Pumpkin Soup By 
Helen Cooper 

We Catch The Bus 
Katie Abey 

Eyes that Speak to 
the Stars by Joanna 

Ho 

Kind By Alison Green Hello Friend! By 
Rebecca Cobb 

 Song in the City by 
Daniel Bernstrom 

It’s a No Money Day 
by Kate Milner 

Jabari Tries by Gaia 
Cornwall 

My Daddies by 
Gareth Peter 

You Matter by 
Christian Robinson 

Golden Domes and 
Silver Lanterns by 

Hena Khan 

 The Kathra Chest by 
Radhiah Chowdhury 

This is Me! By Claire 
Taylor 

The Can Caravan By 
Richard O’Neill 

My Hair by Hannah 
Lee 

So Much By Trish 
Cooke 

A World for Me and 
You by Uju Asika 

 When You Joined 
Our Family by 
Harriet Evans 

The Best Diwali Ever 
by Sonali Shah 

New Baby by Sarah 
Shaffi 

How To Catch A Star 
By Oliver Jeffers 

What Happened to 
You? By James 

Catchpole 

Amazing By Steve 
Antony 

 My Mum Is A 
Lioness By Swapna 

Haddow & Dapo 
Adeola 

On The Way Home 
By Jill Murphy 

One Springy Day By 
Nick Butterworth 

Martha Maps it Out 
by Leigh Hodgkinson 

A Superpower Like 
Mine By Liam Darcy 

Loud! By Rose 
Robbins 

 Elmer By David 
Mckee 

Is That Your Mama? 
By Patrice Lawrence 

Red Lorry, Yellow 
Lorry By Michelle 

Robinson 

You Can’t Take an 
Elephant on the Bus 

by Patricia 
Cleveland-Peck 

Supertato By Sue 
Hendra 

Lunar Loves Art By 
Jospeh Coelho 

 Super Duper You The Great Explorer 
By Chris Judge 

The Hundred Decker 
Bus by Mike Smith 

Lost and Found by 
Oliver Jeffers 

Fair Shares by Pippa 
Goodhart 

Rabbit’s Pancake 
Picnic By Tegen 

Evans 

 The Journey Home 
from Grandpa’s by 

Jemima Lumley 

Pattan’s Pumpkin By 
Chitra Soundar 

  The Friendship 
Bench by Wendy 

Meddour 

Pablo and the Noisy 
Party By Pablo 



Poetry A Great Big Cuddle By Michael Rosen & 
Chris Riddell 

Zim Zam Zoom by James Carter Fruits: A Caribbean Counting Poem By 
David Axtell Caterpillar Cake By Matt 

Goodfellow 

Essential 
Nursery Rhymes / Songs 
 
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-
nursery-rhymes-and-
childrens-songs-with-lyrics/  

If You’re Happy And 
You Know It 

Hickory Dickory 
Dock 

Jack & Jill 
 

Old Macdonald  
Incey Wincey Spider 

Twinkle Twinkle 
Little Star 

The Muffin Man 
 

The Wheels On The 
Bus 

Pussy Cat, Pussy Cat 
Humpty Dumpty 

 

Row Row Row Your 
Boat 

Hey Diddle Diddle 

Here We Go Round 
The Mulberry Bush 
Little Jack Horner 

Pat-A-Cake 
Jelly On A Plate 

I’m a Little Teapot 

Essential 
Maths Songs / Rhymes 

1-2-3-4-5 Once I 
Caught A Fish Alive 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 
BOOK: Seaweed 
Soup by Stuart 

Murphy 
 

5 Little Ducks 
5 Currant Buns In A 

Baker’s Shop 

5 Fat Sausages 
1, 2 Buckle My Shoe 
BOOK: The Perfect 
Fit by Naomi Jones 

10 Little Men In A 
Flying Saucer  

Zoom, Zoom We’re 
Going to the Moon 

Ten In The Bed 
One Potato, Two 

Potato 
BOOK: Ten Little 

Monsters by Mike 
Brownlow 

 

Ten Green Bottles  
 

One Finger, One 
Thumb, Keep 

Moving 

Essential Non-Fiction My First Heroes: 
Explorers by Nila 

Aye 

In My Mosque by 
M.O. Yuksel 

Look Inside: Things 
That GO! By Rob 

Lloyd-Jones 
(Usborne) 

 
Cars and trucks and 

things that go by 
Richard Scarry 

William Bee’s 
Wonderful World Of 
Things That Go! By 

William Bee 

My Encyclopedia of 
Very Important 

Animals 

Hats of Faith by 
Medeia Cohan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/


Reading Spine – Core and Essential Reads Year 1 

Core Text 
Fiction (Inc. Diversity, Inclusion & 

Representation) 
Non-Fiction Rhymes and Poetry 

 

 AUT1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

Year 1 Home Sweet Home On the Farm A Bug’s Life 

Core Texts The 3 Little Pigs By Nicola 
Baxter / 

Goldilocks And The Three Bears 
By Nicola Baxter 

 

Six Dinner Sid By 
Inga Moore 

 

First Favourite 
Tales - The Little 
Red Hen By Liz 

Pichon 
 
 

Oliver’s 
Vegetables By 
Vivian French 

 
 

What The 
Ladybird Heard 

The Bad-
Tempered 

Ladybird By Eric 
Carle 

The Girl Who 
Loves Bugs By Lily 

Murray 
 
 

Essential Reads Me And My Sister By Rose 
Robbins 

Nimesh The 
Adventurer By 

Ranjit Singh 

Billy And The 
Beast By Nadia 

Shireen 

The Hospital Dog 
By Julia 

Donaldson 

Storm In A Jar By 
Samuel Langley-

Swain 

Two Places To 
Call Home By Phil 

Earle 

 Forever Star By Gareth Peter Can Bears Ski? By 
Raymond Antrobus 

Look Up! By 
Nathan Bryon 

Faruq And The 
Wiri Wiri By 

Sophia Payne 

Max The 
Champion By 

Sean Stockdale 

Hair Love By 
Matthew A. 

Cherry 

 You’re So Amazing By James & 
Lucy Catchpole 

The 
Neighbourhood 

Surprise By Sarah 
Van Dongen 

My Must-Have 
Mum By Maudie 

Smith 

My Big Fantastic 
Family By Adam 

& Charlotte 
Guillain 

Eyes That Kiss In 
The Corners By 

Joanna Ho 

Splash By Claire 
Cashmore 

 Bear Shaped By Dawn Coulter-
Cruttenden 

Leila In Saffron By 
Rukhsanna Guidroz 

You Choose 
Fairytales By 

Pippa Goodhart 

What If, Pig? By 
Linzie Hunter 

The Bear Who 
Stared By Duncan 

Beedie 

Not Now Bernard 
By David Mckee 

 Isadora Moon Goes To School 
By Harriet Muncaster 

Stick Man By Julia 
Donaldson 

We Feel Happy! 
By Katie Abey 

A Dress With 
Pockets By Lila 

Murray 

There’s A Tiger In 
The Garden By 
Lizzy Stewart 

I Can Only Draw 
Worms By Will 

Mabbitt 

  Funnybones By 
Allan Ahlberg 

Gorilla By 
Anthony Browne 

Rabbit’s Bad 
Habits By Julian 

Gough 

Harry The 
Poisonous 

Centipede By 
Lynne Reid 

 

    Dogs In Disguise 
By Peter Bently 

  

       



Poetry A First Book Of Poetry By Pie Corbett 
 

Take Off Your Brave By Nadeem 

The Puffin Book Of First Poems Poems Out Loud By Laurie Stansfield 

Nursery Rhymes / Songs 
 
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-
nursery-rhymes-and-
childrens-songs-with-lyrics/  

This Is The House That Jack 
Built 

 
There Was An Old Lady Who 

Lived In A Shoe 
 

Miss Polly Had A 
Dolly 

 
Old Mother 

Hubbard 

Old Macdonald 
Had A Farm  

 
This Little Piggy 
Went To Market 

Little Bo Peep 
 

Oats, Peas, Beans 
And Barley Grow 

There Was An Old 
Lady Who 

Swallowed A Fly 
 

Ladybird, 
Ladybird 

Little Miss Muffet 
 

The Ants Go 
Marching… 

 

Maths Songs / Rhymes / Texts The Big Number Song 
Https://Youtu.Be/E0djwfqhf8y   
I can only draw worms by Will 

Mabbitt   

Look I’m A Maths 
Wizard (Book) 

The Animals Went 
On Two By Two 

Search And Find: 
A Number Of 
Numbers By 

Amanda Wood 

  

Essential Non-Fiction Building A Home By Polly Faber Look Inside A Farm (Usborne) The Big Book Of Bugs By Yuval Zommer 

 

 

  

https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://youtu.be/e0dJWfQHF8Y


Reading Spine – Core and Essential Reads Year 2 

Core Text 
Fiction (Inc. Diversity, Inclusion & 

Representation) 
Non-Fiction Rhymes and Poetry 

 

 AUT1 AUT2 SPR1 SPR2 SUM1 SUM2 

Year 1 Castle Capers Waterwise Gardens 

Core Texts Sir Charlie Stinky 
Socks & The Wizard’s 
Whisper by Kristina 

Stephenson 
 

Katie in London by 
James Mayhew 

 

The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Rescue by 

Katie Morag 
 

Milo and the Magical 
Stones by Marcus 

Pfifer 
 

Anna Hibiscus by 
Atinuke  

The Selfish Giant by 
Oscar Wilde 

 
 
 

Essential Reads The Proudest Blue by 
Ibtihaj Muhammad 

Wanda’s Words Got 
Stuck by Lucy 

Rowland 

Leo and the Octopus 
by Isabelle Marinov 

Marv & the Pool 
Peril by Alex Falase-

Koya 

The Torch (Lilly & 
Myles) by Jon 

Roberts 

Double Trouble for 
Anna Hibiscus by 

Atinuke 

 My Beautiful Voice 
by Joseph Coelho 

Polonius the pit pony 
by Richard O’Neill 

Seal Surfer by 
Michael Foreman 

Gregory Cool by 
Caroline Binch 

Sulwe by Vashti 
Harrison 

The Perfect Shelter 
by Clare Helen Welsh 

 The Classroom Cat by 
Pamela Butchart 

The Invisible by Tom 
Percival 

The Pirate Mums by 
Jodie Lancet-Grant 

Lubna and the 
Pebble by Wendy 

Meddour 

The Gifts that Grow 
by Monika Singh 

Gangotra 

Night of the Moon 
by Hena Khan 

 Captain Flinn and the 
Pirate Dinosaurs by 

Giles Andreae 

Claude at the Circus 
by Alex T Smith 

I love Chinese New 
Year by Eva Wong 

Nava 

The Storm Whale by 
Benji Davis 

The Whale who 
wanted more by 

Rachel Bright 

Into the Forest by 
Anthony Browne 

 The Smart Cookie by 
Jory John 

Martin’s Mice by Dick 
King-Smith 

Bumble & Snug and 
the Angry Pirates by 

Mark Bradley 

The Rainbow Bear by 
Michael Morpurgo 

 Marv and the Mega 
Robot by Alex 
Falase-Koya 

 You must bring a hat 
by Simon Philip 

Nellie Choc-Ice 
Penguin Explorer by 

Jeremy Strong 

Aaron Slater 
Illustrator by Andrea 

Beaty 

   

 An Emotional Menagerie Perfectly Peculiar Pets by Elli Woolard Poems Aloud by Joseph Coelho 

Poetry  
Nursery Rhymes / Songs 
 
https://ooliteracy.com/c
lassic-nursery-rhymes-

Sing a song of 
sixpence 

 
Humpty Dumpty 

London Bridge is 
falling down 

 
Old King Cole 

 

Row, row, row your 
boat 

A Sailor Went to Sea 
sea sea 

Oranges and Lemons 
 

Mary, Mary Quite 
Contrary 

Oats, peas, beans 
and barley grow 

https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/


and-childrens-songs-
with-lyrics/  

Maths Songs / Rhymes / 
Texts 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
teach/supermovers/ks1-
maths-
collection/z6v4scw 

Number Bonds to 10 (Frere 
Jacque tune) 

BOOK: Counting on Katherine by 
Helaine Becker 

BOOK: 2 x 2 = Boo! By Loreen 
Leedy 
BUY 

Supermovers maths (Number 
Bonds / Counting / Number 

Patterns) 
 

Times Table Songs (x2 x10 x5 - 
Supermovers) 

BOOK: Baby Goes to Market by 
Atinuke 

BUY 
 

Supermovers maths (Length & 
Height / Capacity & Volume) 

Essential Non-Fiction See Inside Castles (Usborne)  
Six Dots by Jen Bryant 

Big City Atlas by Maggie Li 
All through the night by Polly Faber 

The Big Book of the Blue by Yuval Zommer  
Listen by Shannon Stocker 

Atlas of Animal Adventures by Rachel 
Williams 

Let’s Get Gardening RHS 
Amanda Gorman by Maria Sanchez Vegara 

(link to Poetry) 
You are 25% Banana by Susie Brooks 

 

https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://ooliteracy.com/classic-nursery-rhymes-and-childrens-songs-with-lyrics/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-collection/z6v4scw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-collection/z6v4scw
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